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Lntroduction 

Thanks be to ALLAH, His help we seek and His guidance we search for; 
whomsoever ALLAH permits to go astray shall never have guidance, whomsoever 
ALLAH guides shall never be misled; and I bear witness that there is no God but 
ALLAH alone and He has no partner; and I bear witness that Mohammed is His 
servant and messenger. Peace be upon him, his family, his companions and their 
followers until the day of resurrection. 

ALLAH commands us in the Holy Qur’an: “Let there arise out of you a 
group of people iniviting to all that is good (Islam), enjoining Al-ma’ruf (Le. 
Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and forbidding Al- 
Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden). And it is 
they who are the successful I pray to ALLAH that He will accept this work as 
a correct response to His commandment. 

The purpose of this pamphlet is to present a brief idea about the religious 
issues that the Shee’ah scholars have disagreed upon with the majority of Muslim 
scholars. It is to acquaint especially those who have a vague picture of what the 
Shee’ah school of thought is in comparison to the majority’s version of Islam. In 
short, it is to answer the ever-rising questions. Is the disagreement vital? And if it is 
vital, as a Muslim Shee’ah or following the Muslim scholars, what should I do to 
find the right Islam and the right path to Paradise? May ALLAH bestow on us His 
mercy and not deprive us of His guidance. Ameen. 



1 The Holy Qur’an: Chapter 3 verse 104. 
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Background of shee’ah ideologies 

When Islam came as a guidance for mankind, the early generation of 
devoted Muslims sincerely worked hard to propagate and defend it, allowing Islam 
to spread steadfastly. However, this created a wave of anger and hatred towards 
Islam from some of the narrow minded religious figures, especially of Judaism 
They plotted to assassinate the prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) and to create discord or 
fighting among Muslims (Fitnah). However, the Iman or faith of the companions 
was so strong that they were not affected by such conspiracies. After the death of 
many companions, the Jewish conspiracy among others, represented by Abdullah 
bin Sabaa, found its way first, thru Muslims less educated about Islam then later 
on to the rest of the Muslim Community . 1 

During the term of the first and second Ca’lee’phah’s (Leader of the whole 
Muslim nation) there were still many companions. By the end of the third 
Ca’lee’phah’s reign, a great number of the companions of the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) 
had passed away, while the number of new generation and new converts had 
multiplied tremendously. At this time, the tribalist, racist and Jewish movements 
found an opportunity to come to the surface. Among these movements was that of 
Abdullah Bin Sabaa, as had been mentioned above. He is a Yemen Jew who 
claimed that Ali had divine authority. This developed further into the claim that he, 
his son, Al-Hassan, his son Al-Hussain and the descendants of the latter should be 
the future leaders of the whole Muslim Ummah forever. This was, of course, 
contrary to the current practice since after the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) Abu Bakr had 
been elected as the Caliph (Leader) of the whole Muslim Ummah (Nation), 
followed by Omar. There was as yet, until today, no claim that Ali should be the 
first Ca’lee’phah ’. 2 

This allegation however, finally found a place of acceptance in the capital of 
the previously Iranian Empire, Al-Madayen, more easily than in the other regions 
of the Islamic Empire at that time, especially since Al-Hussain, second son of Ali, 
was then married to the daughter of the last Iranian Emperor . 3 

This is why the Shee’ah concept of the hereditary system of leadership is 
confined to the descendants of Al-Husain, beginning with fourth Shiite’s Imam 
(leader). The claim that Ali should be the first Caliph started mainly as a political 
ploy to create discord among Muslims by agitating the tribal and racial differences 
and hostilities. 



1 Zaheer, p 17-24, quoting three Shee’ah source. 

2 Ibn Taymiyah, Vol. 3 pp. 1 16-72. 

3 Ali Hassan pp. 230-231. 
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The end result of the political claim, however, was a religious difference and 
deviation from the Islam maintained by the great majority of Muslim scholars. 

Shee’ah 1 derive their name from Shee’ee 2 which means in Arabic supporter, 

here to mean the supporters of Ali, his sons, Hassan and Hussain, and descendants 
of Hussain. Shee’ah are divided into groups: the Zaidis, who have deviated the 
least; the Ja’fari Eth’nai Ashri, the Ismailis, and the Alawi Nusairi. Druzes derive 
their roots from Ismailism and Fatimid Shee’ah . 3 

The following pages are devoted to the discussion of the Ja’fari Eth’nai 
Ashri (Ja’fari twelve Imams), which represents the Shee’ah majority. 



1 Plural. 

2 Singular. 

3 Ibn Taymiuah, Minhaj, vol. lp.3; vol 2 p. 124 Tabatabai pp. 75-82; Abdulla pp. 73-143; Al-Falwazan pp. 9-18. 
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